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USD TO HOST CONFERENCE ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
If more universities had honor codes, would there be fewer Emons?

"When nearly 80 percent of college students surveyed admit to one or more

(

instances of cheating, it's not surprising that we have companies like Enron or reporters
like Jayson Blair," says Patrick Drinan, dean of the University of San Diego College of
Arts and Sciences. "But if students learn the value of integrity and honesty in the
classroom, they take those lessons with them to the work place."
The Center for Academic Integrity's (CAI) International Conference will bring
more than 300 leading researchers, administrators and students to USD from Oct. 17 to
19 to look at ways to promote integrity, honesty and ethics, both in and outside the
classroom.
"Universities and colleges with honor codes, for example, find far fewer instances
of cheating, according to student surveys, than those without them," says Drinan, who
serves on CAI' s board.
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In an era when the Internet makes cheating possible with simply a click of a
mouse, surveys find evidence of widespread dishonesty on campus.
On most campuses, more than 75 percent of students admit to some cheating, says
Rutgers University Management Professor Donald L. McCabe, a leading researcher on
the subject. About one-third of students admitted to serious test cheating and half
admitted to one or more instances of serious cheating on written assignments, according
to his 1999 survey of 2,100 students on 21 campuses.
Business students surveyed reported higher incidents of cheating than other
students, says McCabe. He has also found that faculty in all disciplines are often reluctant
to take action against suspected cheaters.
The conference will offer cutting-edge practices and research on building a
culture of respect for academic honesty and integrity on and off campus. Highlights

(
include:
•

Speaker Barbara L. Toffler, Columbia University lecturer and author of "Final
Accounting: Ambition, Greed and the Fall of Arthur Andersen."

•

Current trends and the most recent data from McCabe, a leading researcher on
the subject and the founder of CAI.

•

Panels with students from around the country discussing the value of student
leadership on these issues.

•

Speaker Thomas Lickona, State University of New York professor and author of
"Raising Good Children" and "Educating for Character: How Our Schools Can
Teach Respect and Responsibility."

A full conference agenda is available online at
http://www.academicintegrity.org/2003 Conference/index.asp.
The Center for Academic Integrity, affiliated with the Kenan Institute for Ethics
at Duke University, provides a forum to identify and affirm the values of academic

integrity and to promote their achievement in practice. CAI is a consortium of more than
350 institutions and 1,200 members who share with peers and colleagues the Center's
collective experience, expertise, and creative energy. CAI is the only international
organization focused specifically on academic integrity and is unique among educational
associations in extending full membership and leadership opportunities to students as
well as faculty and administrators. Visit the Center at www.academicintegrity.org.

The University of San Diego is an independent Catholic institution of higher
learning overlooking San Diego's Mission Bay. Chartered in 1949, the school enrolls
more than 7,000 students and is known for its commitment to teaching, the liberal arts,
the formation of values and community service.
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